HERITAGE STATEMENT
Statement of Significance
Planning application for Land adjacent to 202 Henley Road, Coventry
Prepared by Anthony Lyons BA, BPl, DipLA, MRTPI.

1. Requirement for Heritage Statement
The National Planning Policy Framework requires the assessment of Heritage assets as set out in
the following paragraphs 128 and 129.
128. In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an applicant to describe
the significance of any heritage assets affected, including any contribution made by their setting. The
level of detail should be proportionate to the assets’ importance and no more than is sufficient to
understand the potential impact of the proposal on their significance.
129. Local planning authorities should identify and assess the particular significance of any heritage
asset that may be affected by a proposal (including by development affecting the setting of a heritage
asset) taking account of the available evidence and any necessary expertise. They should take this
assessment into account when considering the impact of a proposal on a heritage asset, to avoid or
minimise conflict between the heritage asset’s conservation and any aspect of the proposal.

2. Background to Local Listings
A Locally Listed Building is a building, structure or feature, which is not listed by the
Government, but one that the Council believes, is an important part of the city's heritage.
Buildings can be added to the list with the approval of the planning committee. The same
set of standards as the Government use, are applied, but only for buildings of local
importance, not national. The local list does not give the building any legal protection, but
the Council has polices in its development plan to advise on development. Coventry City
Council has used its powers to place a local listing on the dwelling house at 202 Henley
Road, Coventry.
3. Purpose of Heritage Statement Report
The purpose of this report is to undertake an assessment of the significance of the
relevant historic assets. This has been undertaken following the analysis of records
from Coventry City Council online and from the Historic Environment Record.
One locally listed building, a two story dwelling house (known as 200 Henley Road) is
identified immediately adjacent to the application site. This building is listed only for its
locally listed value. The description of the dwelling at Coventry City Council Planning
Department is as follows:
ID Number

Street

Name

Address

Type (Date)

DCT788

Henley Road

202 Henley
Road

202 Henely Road

HOUSE (at some time)
18th Century to Victorian:

1788 AD-1888 AD

4. Historical Context
Location of No 202 Henley Road, Coventry.

The property is situated on the corner of Brierley Road and Henley Road in the Henley Green area of
Coventry. The old cottage is the only remaining c19th building in the area. The house is surrounded
on all sides by modern Corporation housing development from the 1960’s.
The building is not depicted on the 1778 Craven Estate Survey for Wyken but is shown on the 1888
Ordnance Survey map. The building is probably the one furthest east in the small group at Henley
Green in the centre of the 1906 plan.
Location of 202 Henley Road, Henely Green, Coventry (1906)

From local records it appears that the cottages at Henley Green were a small hamlet close to
the outskirts of the old village of Bell Green about three miles north of Coventry. It had a

good water supply from the River Sowe near the Henley Mill Farm. Local industry comprised
silk ribbon weaving and then coal mining around the Wyken area.
The essential rural character of the area survived until the massive 1950’s and 1960’s
redevelopment of this area which was “characterised by being dominated by "no fines"
houses built by Wimpey Ltd for Coventry City Council. They are located in Henley ward in the
North East of Coventry. “No fines” is a concrete made without the sand, being a mixture of
crushed pebbles and cementitious liquid slurry. At the time this had better insulation
properties than traditional building materials. The no fines building process allows for the
quick construction of structures. Henley Green, Wood End and other 'council estates' were
built to house an influx of workers who were mostly arriving in Coventry during a boom in
the Car and other local industry. It is hard to believe now, but at the time of its construction
this was award winning, cutting edge design. Houses were built to "Parker Morris" standards
and were a very attractive alternative to living in the inner city areas.”
It is probable that the other cottages were demolished during the large scale development
in the 1950’s and 1960’s thus leaving only this one cottage at no 202 Henley Road sitting on
a prominent corner.
5. Significance of Modern Day Building and its Setting
The two story locally listed property is prominent on a corner site. Whilst it is an attractive
cottage, it has been subject to extensions at each side and the probably to the rear, which
has resulted in a number of different gable elevations. The brickwork is covered in render;
the roof is tiled.
Photo 1 – Side elevation (North West)

Aesthetically, the frontage of the cottage is the most important elevation. It is still
recogniseable as an early 19th century from the front, even though the original doorway has
been blocked in and a new modern porch has been constructed.
Photo 2 Front Elevation – (North East)

The rear and side elevations are of limited interest architecturally as there have been so
many changes made to the original building.

Photo 3 Rear elevation (South West)

One or two interesting Architectural features remain for instance the decorative gable dentil
border below the roofline, but this has been spoilt somewhat by the introduction of a
modern chimney stack – See photo 4.

Photo 4 Side elevation – (South East)

6. Possible impacts of Proposal
From the assessment above it is clear that the main interest in this structure lies with the front
elevation. The proposed development would be to the north west side of the property and will
infill the gap between no 202 and the next dwelling to the north (see plan below).

The proposed two storey development will have no adverse effect on the locally listed building
as it is only related to views that have already been substantially changed due to the new
extensions at the side and the back of the dwelling. The main view, and the most attractive one,
to the cottage i.e. from the front will not be affected in any way. The overall character of this
whole area has been altered so much with wholesale modern development that the proposed
development will not cause undue impact on the locally listed dwelling. The dwelling is not one
which would be considered for a full listed building under the 1990 Act.
Archaeology
The proposed development is located within the Henely Green area of Coventry. There is no
evidence of any archaeology on the site itself although given the historical context of the area it
is likely that the old mill to the south of the site and the site of the old manor house to the north
may still yield artefacts of interest. The site lies within an archaeological constraint area (preenclosure 1774 – Henley Green).
Conclusion
This application for planning permission for 4 flats is a small development which allows the
essential character and appearance of the locally listed building to continue to be retained,
enhanced and appreciated. The context of the original character and setting has been mostly
removed with the loss of the other cottages which were constructed adjacent to 202 Henley
Green back in the 18th and 19th centuries and their replacement with wholesale modern
development post 1950. The building itself has been extended and altered so much its
character is mostly diminished and whilst the site may have been open to views in the 18th
century the area in its modern context is clearly now only an infill development site, which is
capable of being implemented as per the proposed plans, without affecting the setting of the
dwelling at 202 Henley Road.

